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Broader Offerings
Coming to Hill House

by Eddie Small
Courant News Writer

hill house is gearing up for a big expansion in programs being offered this spring.
“We’re definitely introducing the largest
group of new stuff at one time,” said alex
curry, marketing and community relations
associate.
the community center is adding about 10
new classes, including ones in basketball,
lego engineering and musical theater. the
purpose of these additions is to expand the
amount of people the group can reach out to
and accommodate.
“I think we really just wanted to have
enough offerings for all different age groups
at all different times of the day so that everybody could fit into their schedule what would
work for them,” said hill house Program
Director Rebecca yudkoff.
this goal includes parents as well as children. hill house has added three adult exercise classes to its spring docket: mommy and
me stroller fitness, pre-natal yoga and Zumba.
It is also planning to host family events from

9 to 11 am on Sundays so that moms and dads
who work during the week will still have a
chance to get involved.
“We really want to draw in new family
members,” yudkoff said.
curry gave yudkoff most of the credit for
the new programs hill house will be offering
in the coming months.
“this is her first full spring season,” she
said. “She was able to do a lot of research and
revamping.”
yudkoff said she was particularly excited
for the spring’s “combo classes,” which are
new and incorporate two related programs
into one session. the offerings this year are
musical theater and art for 6- to 9-year-olds
and storybook crafts and yoga for 3- to 5year-olds.
“We have our solid teachers here who are
combining and coordinating and planning
together to create a really great curriculum
that’s age appropriate and quality,” she said.
curry added that the combo classes were
also meant to expand hill house’s options
Continued on page 8

NEIGHBORHOOD TO DOS
Monday, February 11. Seniors Valentine’s
Day party. aBcD, north End/West End
nSc, 1 michelangelo Street. 1 pm.
Monday, February 11. Suffolk task force
meeting. agenda includes a follow-up on
the 20 Somerset Street project and the
cooperation agreement. 73 tremont
Street. 6–8 pm.
Monday, February 18. office hours with
the neighborhood Services’ liaison to
Beacon hill, Shaina aubourg. hill house,
74 Joy Street. 3:30–5:30 pm.
Thursday, February 21. architectural
commission hearing. city hall, Room 900.
4 pm.
Wednesday, March 6. filing deadline for
applications before the Beacon hill
architectural commission at the next hearing.

BEACON HILL
CIVIC ASSOCIATION
for information call 227-1922.
Monday, February 11. Board of Directors
meeting. 74 Joy Street. 7 pm.
Tuesday, February 12. District a-1
neighborhood advisory council meeting.
District a-1, guardroom, 40 new Sudbury
Street. 6 pm.
Tuesday, February 12. young Professionals
meeting. 74 Joy Street. 7 pm.
WEST END CIVIC ASSOCIATION
for information call 227-3871.
Thursday, February 14. monthly meeting.
Guest speaker: Renata von tscharner from
the charles River conservancy will discuss
making the charles River Parklands active,
attractive and accessible. West End museum,
150 Staniford Street. 7 pm.

School Activists Talk
Possible Sites with BRA
by Eddie Small
Courant News Writer

the push for a public school in central
Boston is moving forward.
on february 4, state Rep. marty Walz and
Downtown Schools for Boston member Bob
o’Brien met with kairos Shen, director of
planning for the Boston Redevelopment
authority (BRa), to discuss possible sites for
a school downtown. Walz and o’Brien said
they left the meeting feeling very heartened
about the possibility of a new school coming
to the area.
“I’m very encouraged based on the work
the city is doing to find locations for a downtown school,” said Walz.
o’Brien said he agreed. although he
would not identify the specific sites discussed
at the meeting, he said they looked at “several” and that he was happy with the efforts the
city had made so far.
“there is still further work that needs to be
done within city hall and elsewhere among
the city agencies, but it’s gratifying to see the
progress that has been made,” he said.
o’Brien even raised the possibility that
more than one school could eventually come
to downtown Boston. he said the city had
not made a decision about this yet, but the

demand for new schools downtown seemed
to be increasing, so the area may ultimately
require two of them.
o’Brien would not comment on whether
he thought a new school could open in downtown Boston by his organization’s stated goal
of fall 2014. he emphasized that participants
were still in the beginning stages of the procedure.
“We’re talking now about site identification and evaluation,” he said. “that’s the first
step in a very long process, but a very significant first step.”
ania camargo, one of the leaders of
Downtown Schools, said that members had
already compiled a list of about 30 potential
sites. they were now focused more on figuring out the criteria the BRa had in mind for
what would constitute an appropriate location.
“It would be more like, ‘how do we make
this decision?’” she said. “there are a lot of
buildings that are options. Right now, Boston
is full of buildings that could be converted.”
camargo referred to Walz’s upcoming
departure from the massachusetts house of
Representatives as “bittersweet” due to her
strong backing of Downtown Schools for
Continued on page 8
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Candidates
continued from page 1
unemployment allowed Dawson to get
more involved with politics.
Dawson’s father was a steelworker with a
strong interest in politics that Dawson said
was passed down to him.
“Politics is something that’s ingrained in
me,” he said.
his first foray into campaigning was during
the Democratic primary leading up to the
2006 gubernatorial election.
“Deval Patrick’s campaign was the only one
that called me back,” he said.

Hill House
continued from page 5
for children in morning preschool programs.
Staff members had heard that there were not
very many of these in the past.
“We’re hoping it’s a great outlet for morning preschool parents to drop their kids off
for an hour and a half in the afternoon,” she
said.
yudkoff ’s expectations for the coming sea-

Activists
continued from page 5
Boston. however, she said the group still had
the support of several other local officials,
including city councilor mike Ross, so she
was not worried about Walz’s leaving making
the process of establishing a school in central
Boston more difficult.
“BPS (Boston Public Schools) has already
sort of agreed that this is an issue, so now we
just have to continue going,” she said. “It

Statue
continued from page 6
fuller created the sculpture at the request of
civil rights activist W.E.B. DuBois in 1913 for
the Emancipation Exposition. held in new
york city that year, the event honored the 50th
anniversary of President abraham lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation, according to
Emancipation and the Freed, a 1916 book by
henry morris murray detailing various emancipation-themed works of art in the early 1900s.
fuller was unhappy with the piece and
described it as a “rush job” that had to be ready
for the exposition in new york. as a result, she
resisted efforts to bronze it, according to murray.
In 1909 fuller married the country’s first
black psychiatrist, Solomon fuller, and settled
down in framingham, massachusetts so that her
husband could be closer to Boston.
Shortly thereafter, much of fuller’s work was
destroyed in a Philadelphia warehouse fire.
coupled with her husband’s desire for her to be
a mother before an artist, fuller grew less prolific than in previous years, according to frieda
Garcia, who helped lead the effort to renovate
harriet tubman park in the late 1990s.
“Being a typical male of that time, (Solomon
fuller) did not encourage the art,” said Garcia.

Shortly after the Patrick campaign, Dawson
starting working as a legislative aide for state
Sen. thomas kennedy.
after joining the state Senate in 2009,
kennedy was made co-chair of the Election
laws committee. When u.S. Senator ted
kennedy passed away later that year, the
state’s special election laws were rewritten,
and this appointment became more important
“I cut my teeth early,” said Dawson, who
often worked with the committee on
kennedy’s behalf because, as a quadriplegic,
the senator had difficulty traveling daily to the
State house.
Dawson followed up his job with kennedy
by becoming the executive director for
son were optimistic and straightforward.
“I hope that we get a lot of new families
here — new and returning families — and
that we have a lot of successful classes and
feedback,” she said.
members of hill house can start signing
up for the organization’s spring programs on
tuesday, february 26 by going to
hillhouseboston.org or calling 227-5838, ext.
10. non-members can start signing up on
thursday, february 28. Programs will begin
the week of march 25, and outdoor athletics
will begin on Saturday, april 6.
doesn’t change anything for us in terms of
what we want to accomplish.”
Walz emphasized that her commitment to
getting a school downtown would not end
when she stepped down from her position in
the statehouse to serve as president and cEo
of the Planned Parenthood league of
massachusetts.
“the need for a downtown school is so
important to me personally that I will stay
engaged with this work even after I leave the
legislature,” she said. “and I don’t even have
kids.”
Decades later, the harriet tubman house
designated a room to fuller and stocked it with
her work.
after the final public showing of
Emancipation in 1937, the plaster sculpture was
kept in storage at fuller’s framingham home for
decades until members of the artist’s family
approached the museum of african american
history in Boston, according to Garcia.
the statue finally made it to the South End in
the late 1990s.
When residents began organizing in 1996 to
improve harriet tubman Park with renovations
and public art, there was interest in including
some work from meta fuller because of the association between the harriet tubman house and
her work. this worried Garcia, who said that she
thought it might clutter the small park.
“Personally I was concerned, but I kept my
mouth shut,” she laughed.
Emancipation was finally cast in bronze and
installed at harriet tubman Square to coincide
with the unveiling of the park’s renovations and
the addition of the harriet tubman statue commissioned for the event in 1999.
Garcia has since grown fond of what
Emancipation brings to the park.
“there’s a spiritual quality in that part of the
park,” said Garcia. “that park is sacred.”

Grossman’s campaign for state treasurer.
Dawson also ascended to the chair of the
Ward 5 Democratic committee in 2009,
which is a post he said he would vacate by
friday, february 8 to coincide with the official kickoff of his campaign.
the primary for the special election has
been set for may 28, with the general election
scheduled for June 25.
James livingstone, who is a lawyer, adjunct
northeastern law School Professor and
board member of the Beacon hill civic
association (Bhca), has also announced
that he will run for the Democratic nomination.
“I’ve been serving in the community, being
a constant presence at community events,”

Blackstone
continued from page 7
to provide environmental education k–12 content for free.
“Everything we do is about k–12 education,”
said molly hilsop, spokesperson for GEf. “I
think the kids are really receptive to sustainability.”
at Blackstone, students have been learning to
reduce, reuse and recycle in their everyday lives.
“We want to encourage people to do whatever
they can,” said Victoria Waters, cEo of GEf.
“We work with a lot of schools that want to integrate the material because they don’t have the
resources.”
GEf was founded in Walpole in 2008 and
soon spread across the country providing school
curriculum about sustainability and the environment.
“Interest in sustainability (among children)
may start small, but it always gets bigger,” said
Waters.
the students at Blackstone Elementary are
already familiar with environmentalism, as the
school was one of eight to pilot a single-stream
recycling program last fall.
the city began single-stream recycling for residential properties in 2009, and participation
among residents quickly grew. Inspired by that

Silver Line Stops
continued from page 7
the hot spots for drug dealing, particularly on the
inbound side. a lot of people are drug dealing
and then going into the park to smoke, have sex
and do other elicit activities.”
further down the line at East newton Street
and in front of Blackstone Elementary School are
two Silver line stops that have not been a problem for law enforcement, according to matthew
White, president of the Blackstone/franklin
Square neighborhood association.
the worst problem at the massachusetts
avenue stop, according to frequent Silver line
user Brad coleman, is panhandling.
“I don’t know how it is late at night, but for me
it’s more of a nuisance,” he said.
Despite efforts from the police to crack down
on illegal activity, cahill said that the problem
calls for changes to the bus stop at East Berkeley
Street.
“most police forces have been on it,” she said.
“they’ve been tremendously responsive, but as
soon as they leave everybody comes back.”

said livingstone. “I would look forward to
doing that in a new role.”
livingstone cited his experience on the
Bhca zoning and licensing committee to
explain his preparedness to work on constituent issues.
“Development issues are important in
every part of the district,” he said. “marty’s
been an impressive state Rep., and I would
certainly try to continue that role.”
nils tracy, a Beacon hill resident, has also
thrown his hat into the ring. formerly a registered Republican, he is now running as a
Democrat.
Dawson suspects that more candidates will
enter the fray.
“this district has a lot of talent,” he said.
success, BPS began working with its contracted
waste removal company to transition into its own
program.
“the city proved that single-stream can be successful,” said Phoebe Beierle, green schools fellow
for BPS.
the goal for the school system is to offset 20
percent of the average amount of waste with recycling.
“the most successful (programs) are ones
where students are involved,” said Beierle.
Blackstone was a natural pick for Green Week
because of its relationship with city year and
national Grid, both of which sponsored the
event.
“I think this (week) falls within our commitment to having single-stream recycling at our
school,” said principal cynthia Paris Jeffries.
“We’re really supporting the kids developing really healthy habits that are good for the environment.”
city year and national Grid are in the second
year of partnering with the school to provide
after-school support.
By encouraging education about energy and
the environment, some students may be inspired
to work for national Grid one day, according to
marcy Reed, president of national Grid
massachusetts.
“We have a workforce issue,” said Reed. “We
need to create a population that is equipped to be
tomorrow’s workforce.”
the mBta has not ruled out removing items
from the bus stop but is concerned with potential
negative impacts for those who use the stop lawfully.
“no decisions have been made at this time,”
said mBta spokesperson Joe Pesaturo in an
email, noting that the mBta has heard requests
from residents to remove “everything from the
shelter, including the benches.”
the heating units do not operate overnight,
according to Pesaturo.
mBta personnel and transit police will meet
with the community again later this month to
discuss safety concerns.
the mBta transit police reported earlier this
year that there had been a jump in reported incidents along the Silver line from four to eight in
2012. Despite the increase, the numbers are still
low compared to mBta train stations, which
may be the result of Boston Police handling the
majority of incidents at bus stops, according to
Pesaturo.
BPD was unable to provide statistical information about the bus stops before press time.
“the issue of safety with the Silver line is not
the stops — it’s the drivers,” quipped one rider
who asked to remain anonymous.

